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Sketch of Robert Lumpkin’s slave jail in Richmond, Virginia. (Courtesy Richmond City Council Slave Trail
Commission)



What makes Mary Lumpkin important

1) She saw that her children were
educated.

1) She freed her children and herself.

1) Sheturned the slavejail into an
educational center for Black men.



She and her daughterswere among
two million girlsand women
enslaved prior to the Civil War.



Samarian Cemetery in
New Richmond, Ohio,
where Mary Lum pkin
Isburied in an
unmarked grave.




Roughly amillion people were moved
from the Upper South tothe Lower South
prior tothe Civil War as part of that trade.



In 1840, Virginiawas responsible for shipping
about half of all enslaved people who crossed state
lines en routetothelower south.

Slavery was the state’s most profitableindustry.



“When they told memy
new- born babewas aqirl,
my heart was heavier than
It had ever been before.

Slavery isterriblefor
men; butitisfar more
terriblefor women.”

- Harriet Jacobs
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" | haverape- colored skin.
My light- brown- blacknessis
aliving testament tothe
rules, the practices, the
causes of the Old South.”

- Caroline Randall William s, poet



" Shewent mourning for him
all her days, likeabird robbed
of her young.”

- James Randolph, of hismother mourning the sale of his brother



These children
nave to he free.
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Mary LumpKkin
valued
education. She
sent her girls
to Ipswich,

M assachusetts
to be educated.

Ipswich Female Seminary, courtesy of
the lpswich Museum



lpswich
Female
Seminary
booklet
1856.




1860 census- Philadelphia

Jenumerated by me, on the _ /<0

Tl ame of every perssn whose ususl l Profiasion, Occupation, or Tmde of

place of sbode on the first day of Jupe, wnch person, mads and female, over Vahue r‘f‘ i Naming the Sate, Territory,
1860, was in this umily. : 15 yoars of age. Real Estatr, or Country.

Whether doaf and
dumb, blind, insane,
idiatic, pauper, or
convict.
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Thisisthefirst
timeweseethe
LumpKkin
children in
Philadelphia.



1870 census

The Lumpkin children are
all listed with the last
name of Martha's
husband, George Kelsey.

George, Martha, Annie,
Robert, Richard, John, and
then Martha and George’'s
children Annie Horace and
Alice. (6,5,1)




| give and bequeath to " Mary F.
Lumpkin, who resideswith me” my
real estatein the city of Richmond.

Feb 14 1866, Robert Lumpkin Will (Richmond City, Hustings Wills,
No.24,1866- 1867, Reel 852, p 419- 422)
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In 2020, the
school, one of
the first HBCUs
In America,
named a street
Mary Lumpkin
Drive and
installed a
plaque calling
her “ mother of
VUU.”

Photo by Regina
Boone, Richmond
Free Press
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You can also find me on Facebook.
If you liked the book, | invite you to
review it on Goodreads & Amazon.
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