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M ary 
Lum pkin 
l ived in  
Lum pkin ’ s 
Jai l  w i th 
her  
enslaver . 

A few years ago, school officials 
dedicated a road through campus in her 
name “Mary Lumpkin Drive” and put up 
a plaque to her, calling her “the mother of 
VUU.”



What  m akes M ary Lum pkin im por tant
1) She saw that  her  chi ldren were 

educated.

1) She f reed her  chi ldren and hersel f .

1) She turned the slave jai l  in to an 
educat ional  center  for  Black m en.



She and her  daughters were am ong
two m i l l ion gi r ls and wom en
enslaved pr ior  to the Civi l  War .



Sam ar ian Cem etery in  
New Richm ond, Ohio, 
where M ary Lum pkin 
is bur ied in  an 
unm arked grave.



Roughly a m i l l ion people were m oved 
f rom  the Upper  South to the Lower  South 
pr ior  t o the Civi l  War  as par t  of  t hat  t rade.



I n  1840, Vi rgin ia was responsible for  shipping 
about  hal f  of  al l  enslaved people who crossed state 
l ines en route to the lower  south. 

Slavery was the state’ s m ost  prof i t able indust ry. 



“ When they told m e m y 
new- born babe was a gi r l , 
m y hear t  was heavier  than 
i t  had ever  been before. 
Slavery is ter r ible for  
m en; but  i t  is far  m ore 
ter r ible for  wom en.”

- Har r iet  Jacobs



“ I  have rape- colored skin. 
M y l ight - brown- blackness is 
a l iving testam ent  to the 
rules, the pract ices, the 
causes of  the Old South.”
- Carol ine Randal l  Wi l l iam s, poet



“ She went  m ourning for  h im  
al l  her  days, l ike a bi rd robbed 
of  her  young.”
- Jam es Randolph, of  h is m other  m ourning the sale of  h is brother



These children 
have to be free.



M ary Lum pkin 
valued 
educat ion. She 
sent  her  gi r ls 
to Ipswich, 
M assachuset t s 
to be educated.
Ipswich Fem ale Sem inary, cour tesy of  
t he Ipswich M useum



I pswich 
Fem ale 
Sem inary 
booklet  
1856.



1860 census- Phi ladelphia

This is t he f i r st  
t im e we see the 
Lum pkin 
chi ldren in  
Phi ladelphia.



1870 census

The Lum pkin chi ldren are 
al l  l i sted w i th the last  
nam e of  M ar tha’ s 
husband, George Kelsey.

George, M ar tha, Annie, 
Rober t , Richard, John, and 
then M ar tha and George’ s 
chi ldren Annie Horace and 
Al ice. (6,5,1)



I  give and bequeath to “ M ary F. 
Lum pkin, who resides wi th m e”  m y 
real  estate in  the ci t y of  Richm ond.
Feb 14 1866, Rober t  Lum pkin Wi l l  (Richm ond Ci t y, Hust ings Wi l ls, 
No. 24, 1866- 1867, Reel  852, p 419- 422)



M ary 
Lum pkin 
enabled the 
founding of  
a school  for  
f ree Black 
m en. I t  laid 
the 
groundwork 
for  Vi rgin ia 
Union 
Universi t y.



In  2020, the 
school , one of  
t he f i r st  HBCUs 
in  Am er ica, 
nam ed a st reet  
M ary Lum pkin 
Dr ive and 
instal led a 
plaque cal l ing 
her  “ m other  of  
VUU.”

Photo by Regina 
Boone, Richmond 
Free Press
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You can also f ind m e on Facebook. 
I f  you l iked the book, I  invi te you to 
review i t  on Goodreads & Am azon.
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