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“To be sure, the institution of slavery itself circumscribed the actions 
of enslaved African Americans, but it never destroyed their 
personhood. They did not become a separate species by the 
experience of being enslaved. All of the feelings, talents, failings, 
strengths, and weaknesses—all the states and qualities that exist in 
human beings—remained in them.”

- Annette Gordon-Reed, On Juneteenth, 2021



Unknown Creator, “Old Slave Block” Postcard, 1922 

Fredericksburg News, February 1, 1862



George Triplett in September 1903
Image from the Brent Collection, courtesy of Lou Brent



Albert Crutchfield Postcard, 1931



Photo courtesy the Jerry Brent Collection



Left: 2016 Protests, Image Courtesy Free Lance-Star

Above: Auction Block Cleaning in 2020, Image Courtesy 
Dovetail Cultural Resource Group





Meetings with Community Members, September 2022-March 2023



A Monumental Weight: The Auction Block in Fredericksburg, Virginia
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A Monumental Weight: The Auction Block in Fredericksburg, Virginia



A Monumental Weight Exhibit Opening
November 5, 2022



A Monumental Weight: The Auction Block in Fredericksburg, Virginia



Left: Black Businesses and Entrepreneurship in Fredericksburg, 1787-Present Walking Tour, February 2023, 
Image Courtesy The Free Lance-Star

Right: Mayor Greenlaw and Vice-Mayor Frye at the Auction Block Corner, October 2020, 
Image Courtesy City of Fredericksburg



Left: Fredericksburg’s Auction Block, 2019, Image Courtesy City of Fredericksburg

Right: Green Hill Plantation Auction Block, Date Unknown, Image Courtesy Library of Congress
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